
PETITION FOR RELEASE OF INFORMATION 

Adoptions prior to January 1, 1964, call the Department of Health in Columbus, Ohio for release of 
information.  (Phone: 1-614-466-4193).  

Adoptions between January 1, 1964 and September 18, 1996:  Must be age 21 years. 
Forms must be typewritten. 

1) Write a letter to Probate Court Judge  
2) File Petition for Release of Information (Court costs are $38.00) 
(Identifying information can only be released if biological parents and/or siblings have also filed a  
Request for Release of Information)  

Legal Practice in the Probate Court is restricted by law to attorneys who are 
licensed by the Supreme Court of Ohio. If an individual wishes to handle his or her 
own case, that person may attempt to do so, however due to the complexity of the 
law and desire to avoid costly errors, most individuals who have matters before the 
Court are represented by an attorney. 
  
Court employees including the Judge are prohibited by statue from giving legal 
advice which includes selection and preparation of documents.
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